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blessed with two grown children (and one de-
ceased son) and seven grandchildren. I have 
had the pleasure of knowing Dianne and Bob 
for over a decade. Dianne is actively involved 
in her local community where she has spent 
her time fulfilling a selfless passion to serve 
others. Dianne is a member of many civic 
service organizations and advisory groups in-
cluding: Vice-Chair of the Denton County Citi-
zens Budget Advisory Committee, Denton 
County Commissioners’ Re-Districting Com-
mittee, and Board of Directors of the Denton 
Chamber of Commerce, among others. 

Throughout her adult life, Dianne has been 
involved in nearly every aspect of the political 
arena. Dianne is the former Executive Director 
of Republican National Coalition for Life. She 
has served as a National Republican Conven-
tion Delegate in 2000, former President of the 
Denton Republican Women’s Club, Chair of 
Senate District 12 Rules Committee, Chair of 
the 2012 and 2014 State Convention Perma-
nent Organization Committee, and managed 
or volunteered in dozens of Republican can-
didates’ campaigns for nearly 20 years in Den-
ton County. 

In 2002, Dianne was elected as Chairman 
of the Denton County Republican Party and 
serves on the Board of the Texas Republican 
County Chair Association. Dianne has spent 
countless hours educating voters on public 
policy and encouraging voter engagement. As 
a creative planner and master organizer, 
Dianne has the ability to bring people together 
around a common goal and vision. She has 
worked with precinct chairs and candidates to 
ensure that Denton County remains conserv-
ative. As a result, every county, state, and fed-
eral elected office in Denton County is held by 
a Republican. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I would like to thank 
Dianne Edmondson for her leadership as the 
Chairman of the Denton County Republican 
Party. I ask all my distinguished colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Dianne for her lifetime 
of service. 
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HONORING MR. JOSEPH FAZIO ON 
HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY 
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OF NEW YORK 
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Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay a special tribute to the incredible life of 
Mr. Joseph Fazio. 

Born in 1916 in the Bronx, Joseph was the 
oldest son of 5 children. Tragically, when Jo-
seph was in high school his father passed 
away, forcing him to quit school so that he 
could provide for his family. After receiving a 
small loan from a friend, Joseph bought his 
own truck and subsequently started a trucking 
business. He worked tirelessly for his cus-
tomers to ensure they received the best pos-
sible service year after year. Joseph’s altruism 
is only one of the many qualities that make 
him such a wonderful and caring person. 

Joseph retired at the age of 65 so that he 
could truly appreciate the community of Mastic 
Beach full-time; however, you would not know 
that by the way he has maintained such an 
active role in the town’s affairs. To name a 
few of his many contributions to Mastic Beach: 

Joseph has built floats for the Mastic Beach 
Parade; built benches for the docks; volun-
teered for the Annual Seafood Festival; was 
the former Director of the Mastic Beach Prop-
erty Owners Association; and enjoys playing 
the piano for other seniors. When he’s not 
busy helping his fellow community members, 
he takes great pleasure in gardening, planting 
hundreds of tomato plants and many varieties 
of vegetables. He is known as the Beloved 
Farmer of Mastic Beach, as he generously 
shared the treasures of his garden with friends 
throughout the Tri-Hamlet Community. Joe is 
also a long standing member of St. Jude 
Catholic Church and Knights of Columbus. 

Joseph will be turning 100 years old on 
March 27, 2016. Joseph, and his lovely wife 
Ann, are the proud parents of 2 children, 5 
grandchildren, and 8 great grandchildren. 
Good food, good family, good friends and a 
strong belief in God have kept him going to 
100. I am blessed to serve and represent such 
an incredible human being like Joseph Fazio 
in the First Congressional District of New 
York, and proud to express my gratitude for all 
he does for his community; as well as wish 
him a very happy 100th birthday. 
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Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor my constituent, Michael Ward, for his 
outstanding service to his country through his 
volunteer work with City Year. 

Michael has invested tremendous amounts 
of time, energy and resources to support City 
Year, an education-focused national service 
organization that is dedicated to helping our 
students and school succeed. City Year pro-
vides high-impact student, classroom and 
school-wide support to help students stay in 
school and to graduate from high school, 
ready for college and career success. City 
Year is partners with 27 urban, high-poverty 
communities across the United States and 
abroad, and Michael was instrumental in 
bringing City Year to Jacksonville, Florida. 

In addition to serving as Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer of CSX Corporation, 
Michael is a dedicated Trustee of City Year 
and is the Chairman of the local City Year pro-
gram. In addition to his work with City Year, 
Michael also serves on the board of United 
Way of Northeast Florida and on the board of 
Hubbard House, which helps victims of do-
mestic violence. 

Earlier this year, the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service, the federal 
agency that oversees millions of American vol-
unteers, faced significant budget cuts that 
would have forced many national service pro-
grams to close. However, Michael took action 
and led the effort to remind my colleagues that 
federal investment in national service is vital to 
improving lives, strengthening communities 
and uniting the nation. 

The drive to protect federal funds for na-
tional service succeeded in no small part 

thanks to the contributions of Michael Ward. In 
recognition of all of his many contributions to 
national service, Michael Ward was recently 
awarded the Citizen Service Award by the 
Voices for National Service. 

As a Member of Congress, I have the privi-
lege of supporting the work of outstanding in-
dividuals, such as Michael Ward. Michael has 
striven tirelessly to ensure to promote edu-
cation across the country and in my district, 
and I am proud that Michael calls Jacksonville, 
Florida home. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and Members of 
Congress to join me in recognizing Michael 
Ward for his tireless dedication to educational 
attainment and congratulate him on receiving 
the Citizenship Service award. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF SARKIS 
SAHATDJIAN 
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OF CALIFORNIA 
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Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Sarkis Sahatdjian of 
Madera, California, who recently passed away 
on December 29, 2015—at the age of 95. Mr. 
Sahatdjian was a remarkable farmer of 80 
years, and a generous leader who was pride-
ful of his community, and Armenian roots. 

Sarkis Sahatdjian was born in Constanti-
nople in 1920 to Armenian parents, 
Vagharshag and Makrouhi Sahatdjian. The 
Sahatdjians were survivors of the Armenian 
Genocide of 1915, an event Sarkis would 
never forget. His family set sail on an unpre-
dictable journey when Sarkis was two years 
old, and his brother Haig only five days old. 
The Sahatdjian family first landed in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina where they resided for one 
year and a half. After this the family immi-
grated to the United States, arriving through 
Ellis Island, and eventually settling in Califor-
nia’s San Joaquin Valley in April of 1924. The 
Sahatdjians started off as migrant workers, 
working at canneries and packing houses 
throughout California following the crop cycles. 
In 1928, the family bought their first farm— 
twenty acres of vineyards, where Sarkis 
worked after school and on weekends while 
attending Central High School. 

After graduating from high school in 1939, 
Sarkis worked at the Mare Island Naval Ship-
yard, repairing warships. Sarkis joined the 
Army Air Force, serving in Guam during World 
War II as a military policeman guarding Japa-
nese prisoners of war. After the war he mar-
ried Iris Odabashian in 1947, and soon after 
had three children. The couple went on to pur-
chase a farm in Madera, California in 1947, 
and Sarkis returned to farming. 

In 1963, Sarkis and his brother Haig 
Sahatdjian, purchased raisin processing equip-
ment, placed it on 40 acres in Madera and 
named it in memory of their late father: Victor 
Packing. Victor Packing became a full-time 
farming and packing business when Sarkis 
and his brother Haig began to process and 
pack their own raisins along with the raisins of 
other growers. The business required all 
hands on deck. Sarkis’s wife Iris handled the 
payroll; their eldest child Victor and his high 
school friends worked as clean-up crew; and 
their daughter Margaret and youngest child Bill 
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